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uniform and interned with Zeppelin, submarine and military prisoners.
He brought out a most valuable report, especially about Zeppelins.
He says no German officer prisoner of war now expects to win, but
they all think that they will be able to hold out long enough to secure
a draw. Ludendorff has written to the German Admiralty to say that
victory must not now be looked for on any front. It depends solely
upon submarine activity.
Oct. i. I heard that the bag of submarines for September was fifteen,
chiefly got by the " Q " ships, whose crews had shown extraordinary
courage and resource. When a ship is torpedoed the crew takes to
the boats. The boat upsets, scattering men in the water with every
sign of panic and confusion. The submarine then proceeds to capture
prisoners. The sides of the ship fall down, disclosing six-inch guns,
which open fire and send the submarine to the bottom.
Cooper-Key's inquiry into the Arklow explosive factory disaster
two weeks ago, when a number of men lost their lives through the
explosion, shows conclusive evidence of sabotage, probably by Sinn
Feiners. The manager had received an anonymous letter warning
him. Two matches were found wrapped in paper in gun-cotton about
to be passed through a sieve.
Oct. 2. Explanation of the air-raid alarm on the 2nd October is as
follows:
The War Cabinet, wishing to discuss aircraft defences* telegraphed
to the front for one of the air generals, who decided to fly to England
as the quickest means of transit. He forgot to warn our anti-aircraft
defences. His seaplane was seen at Dover, where fire was opened
on him, and the aircraft warning was telephoned to London, where
he was received by a barrage fire. He had to fly southwards from
London and approach from the western side, where the barrage is
incomplete. The warning in London sent every one scurrying to the
tubes as usual.
Major Price from Dublin called on me and told me that things
are very bad in Ireland. Sinn Fein has been losing ground and wants
to have a martyr. Now they have Thomas Ashe, the hunger striker,
who died in hospital after being forcibly fed. He had a weak heart.
He had broken every stick of furniture in his cell before he was fed.
His funeral was the biggest gathering that Dublin had ever known.